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WILHELM KEITEL 
Review of the evidence on Counts 1 and 2. 


The charres. 


The statement of his individual responsibility in Appendix A of the 
Indictment alleges that between 1938 and 194.5 Keitel held various cffices 
and that he used these positions. his personal influence and his intimate 
connection with the Punrer to do various of the acts set out in Counts 
One, Two, Three and Four of the Indictment. This statement is not to be 
taken to include all the matters upon which the Prosecution may rely: 

See gencral words at the enwseneenent cf A mencix A. In fact there is a 
great desl of evidence to show that Keitel was an active participator 
from 1933 in the plannine and preparation of Vars of arrression and in 
violation of Treatics etc. 


Therefore, in spite of the Linitation in the statement of Individual 
Responsibility to the period between 1938 and 19.5 the case for the 
Prosecution against Keitel is that he vas an active member of the 
Conspiracy from 1933 and that he continued to be se until the final Jefeat 
of Germany; and the Tribunal will be asked to say that that case has been 
fully established by the evidenco, 


The chronolovical case, 
This falls conveniently into ten heads-- 


Participating in the secret rearnament of Germany in breach of 
the Treatycf Versailles and other Treaties 


fount One IV (E) Ay ees 


Participating in the reoccupation and fortification of the 
Rhineland 

Count Ono Iv (F) 1 3 2. 
Participating in the planning for the assault on Austria 
and Czechoslovakia 

Count One IV (F) 3 (a) 


Participatins in the execution of the plan to invade Austria 
Co e Iv (? 1 
Count One IV ) 3 (b) 


Participating in the execution of the plan to invade 
Czechoslovakia 


Count One IV (F) 3 (c) 


Participation in the plarning etc. arainst Poland 
Count One IV (F) 4 


Participation in the vlaminz ete. against Denmark, Norway , 
Belgium, The Netherlands, Luxembours, Yuroslavia and Greece 
(3 n Or = r (m) 
Count One IV IEAS: 


Participation in the war etc against the U.S. 


Count One IV (F) 6 
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Participation in the war ete. azrinst 


Count One IV (F ) if, 


Participation in the planning etc, of Yar Crimes and 
Crimes against Humanity 


Sount One IV (G) 


Official positions held by Keitel from 1933 


In liay 1933 Chief Colonel (as he then was) Keitel was a member of the 
working Conmittec of the Delevates for Reich Defence: and an aat. Seinen the 
Reichs Defence Council L ay a Cabinet Decisiorw of 4.4.43 was sect 
See E.C.177. In December 1935ieitel is a ajor General: Head of Cae 
ma RER EBEA in the Reichs ‘er tlinistry: and President of the R-D.C. 

See E.C.406 and 3019-23, “n 1958 he becomes Chief of the new OKW with the 
status of a Reich “inister: and a member of the Secret Cabinet Council. 

In 1939 he becomes a member of the tiinistcrinl Council for the pillage of the 
Reich. In 19,0 he was made a Field ifirsh.ll. All these offices can be prove 
by the official publications set out in the narticularised list of Svetini 
herewith. 


Evidence in support of the chronolovticnl casc 


(1) Secret manent 
From #.C.177 it is clear that as carly as 22.5.33 K took a leading part 

in rearmament and in plarming for war: all the powers and means of themtion 

were to be surveyed and utilised: a lav to place every German and his propert; 

wr service of the nation was to be prepared (9.2): the co-operation 

of the Food Ministry was most important (9.3): the task was recsarded by K 

as most urzent as so e work had becn done in previous years: experience 

of previous wars was t > udice: pl: f° war economy and even for A.R.P. 

were to be worked out (p. 4.): plans for sccurity were regarded as vital: 

if docusents wore lost enemy propaganda would use: lyin% to Geneva was 

contemplated (n 5). 


The whole of this document shows that K was I ~ more than a mere soldiei 
‘and that he was working in close co-operation wit ail Tenri nents of the 
State so that the cntiremtional resources should be directed to the planning 
for war. It is interesting to note that even at this date Germany talks 
about “enemy" prewegone ™.C.406 shows that K wascontinuinz so to plan and 
peepee in December 1935: that he is taking a very active part in the 

"organization of the whole notion........ for Reichs Defence;" in the 
mobilization of the civilian population: in the problems of raw material and 
money: andin other problems of war eceonoiny. The hollowness of the pretence 
inplied in the oft uscd phrase "Reichs Defence" is exposed by the aggressive 
actions successively sct out below. 


(2)  Reoccupation etc. of the Rhineland, 
The knowledge and active participation of K is shewn by C-19 his orde: 


for air reconnaissance and U-boat movement during this Treaty-breaking 
operation., Shorthand note (hereinafter enlled "3/N") page 461. 
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(3) Hannine nnins re Austria and L_Czechaslovakia. 


K's participation in Germany's plans of aggression agninst Austria 
are clearly provel by his presence at Obersalzburg on 11.2.38: his putting 
the wretched Schusschni z% under "heavy pressure" and his sugzestions 
(which were approved) to the Fuhrer that "false but quite credible" news 
should be kord to intimidate the Austrian Government. 


1780-PS: U, 3.4.72: J's Diary. 
1775-PS: U.S.A.75: K to Fuhrer 
3/N 557.8. 


His participation in the arrres tentions against Cz shape ageet is 
demonstrated by 333-P5: U.S.A,26: et n Green" which has already been 
copiously referred to: sji 735, 7.1-3. 760-776, 798-807 

anc. which shows that from April 1933 until the end of September K was, 

at the instance of the Fuhrer. directing an? controllins every move in the 
months of preperation and asrression which led up to the Munich Pact. 


Planniny re invasion of Austria. 
SFE VAS LON OF AUStriA 


K initials 0-102: U.S.A.74: the Puhrer's orfer to invade Austria 
"if other measures prove unsuccessful" anc two OKT directives are issued 
in accordance with this. 0-103: Us Sene /[ 92 and CH182: U.S.4.77. 


S/N 560, 561, 576 
Plannin re invasion of Czecho Slovakia. 


K's complicity is clearly shom by his siznature of the Fuhrer's order 
C136: U.S.A.104: of 21.10, 38 which was inflarrant breech of the ‘funich 
Pact entered into less then a manth before: and l by his issue of the 
subsequent consequential order. CO1L38: U.S.105: 


S/N 807, 8. 
Plannin;; ete. avainst Poland. 


On 3.4.39 K issues a directive for "Fall Weiss y i.e, the plan in 
considerable detail for the invasion of Poland. C-120: G.B.41. 


S/N 997 
Plannin: re seven countrics mentioned Count One s One IV (F ) - 


K is present at the Conference at which it is decided to imore 

declarations of neutrality. L-79: SA2: 
N 359, 405. 1110: 

Nie thereafter issues directives as to the invasion of the Low Countries 
and the orders post onin* i, all of which sre so well known by now that 
to repeat them here would be a waste of effort. They are dealt with in 
S/N pages 1114-1117, He sets up a plannin® staff to work out the 
occupition of Norway. GD 87: C-63: 3/N 1079, anā many other vital 
documents shew that he was in charve of the duty of seeing that the 
Fuhrer's orders to invade all the western neutrals were carried out. 
These documents are particularised in the accompanyins list. 


(3177) 
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(7) continued 


With recardto Greece and Yugosloavin the documents listed below 
again show that K acted at every step 1s the Puhrer's right hand man in 
the assault upon these countrics, Perhaps the two key docurents are :- 


448-PS) the Fuhrer's order for the operation against 
GB-118) Greece intialled by 


174.6-PS) the Conference at which the decision to destroy 
GB-120) Yugoslavia was arrived at. 


S/N 1135 » 1143. 


(8) Plannin~ re apes M 
Atainthe docuncnts set out herc-after mkes partic p — in this 
freaty-breakins invasion too obvious to merit serious « scussion, 
Perhaps the key document here is 446-PS: U.S.A.131: the ize for 


2ipa 
disc 


"Darbèrossa" initialled byk S/N 1170. 
(9) Plannins re U.S. i. 


Here in lfarch 191 K is takin active steps for Japan to be drawn 
into the “far and the “unpreparedness of U.S... for War" is commented 
upon in his presence, 


C-75: Uy 5 Aa 151 ) 


Gisa: G3. 122 5 S/N 1227 - 1230, 





(10) Complicity re ‘lar Crin Crimes o.7oinst humnity. 








The documents indieatin>e K's culpability for the above are listed 
hereinsfter. 


The most important ones showinz that K planned such crimes as 2 
matter of rolicy are set out below: ~ 


7 


oar K's directive to use "ruthless action arrinst the 
64.) enemy population" in the U.S.3.2. 


L-90) mm M : 
Boe 2 "Nacht" und Nebel" directive. 
ADD 


UK-20 Directive re de Gaullist Ds Os We 
553-PS Directive re parachutists, 


UK-57 ) 7) fa Ure 4.9 * 7 
snow K acted on Hitler's notorious order to murder 


Commandos ete. (493-Ps) 


re Plunder. 


(3178) 
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K's responsibility under the Charter. 


The foregoing, it is submitted, conclusively proves that K assisted, 
aided and abetted the following acts:- 


(a) planning, preparing, initiating and waging wars of aggression and wars 
in violation of treaties, etc; 


(b) the commission of offences against the laws and customs of war as 
regards P.o.W., civilians of occupied territories and the plunder of 
public and private property; 


(c) crimes against humanity as defined by Charter Art.6(c). 


These are all crimes within Art. 6 of the Charter and therefore prima facie 
his guilt is beyond any question. 


It is true that K was only a staff officer, albeit the most eminent and 
powerful one in the Reich, and that he as a rule is only carrying out the 
orders of the Fuhrer. But that is no defence. Sce Charter Art. 8. 

It is apparent in sone cases that K suggests a certain line of action to the 
Fuhrer (as in the case of Austria): and that by the nature of things he 
exercised a wide personal line of action. Dut this is not a burden the 
Prosecution need shoulder. ` 

It is.only necessary for us to say - as we do = that these appalling crimes, 
which brought misery and death to so many millions, could not have been 
carried out by one man alone. 


These diabolical schemes may have inzerminated in the wicked brain of 
Hitler. To realise them he had to find men almost as wicked as himself 
who were ready to do his bidding. 


In Keitel therewms the perfect co-operator, A man who was apparently deaf to 
any calls of conscience: dead to any sense of honour: isnorant of any 
distinction between right and wrons, 

UwAqutey 
He reaped the fruits of his étdmes, rising in position and power as one 
monstrous crime succeeded another, 


The United Nations demand his punishment in order to vindicate all 
that is decent and honourable ana just in mankind. 
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WILHELII KEITEL 
GENERAL INFORMATION. 
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Profession: Professional Soldier 


Defence Counsel: Dr. Otto Nette 


OFFICIAL APPOINTII=NTS. 
Appointments How Provec Remarks 


Major General 


Head of ‘lehrmachtsamt in 
Reichskrie7zsministeriam 


Chief of New High Command 
of German Armed Forces 
Chef des OK 


"To be considered equal in 
rank to a Reich Minister" 


Field Marshall 


‘lember of the Secret Cabinet 20351-P5. Decree 
Council 4 Feb.1933 to 19,5 933 RGB Part I 


lember of .Sinisterial Council 
for the defence of the Reich 
40. 3.39 = 194.5. 


‘tember of Reichs Defence Council 
4.9.38 to 1945 





1(A) 


latters, other than those specified in 
Appendix A. upon which the Prosecution 
will rely. (See general words at 
p.28 of Indictment) 


‘rom 1933 Kw 


as a líember of the Reich 
2fence Council. 


was President and Chairman 


C-19. 


N00 


Documents and evidence relied on. 


Minutes of workine 
oe K presides:- 
discussion re orcanisation of war 

econony . 

K:- No documents must be lost, 
Oral statements can be denice 
at Geneva 
safe communication of letter 
must be guaranteed. 

K:- Promises copies of Cabinet 


EC 4.06 ~ 6. 12 . , 


feetine 


Minutes 11th 


TQ 


K:- mobilization year starts 
1.4.36 when books will be 
issued to Civilians. 


kav material and L.S.D. 
discussed, 


J. discusses mobilizatien, 


_ 6.3.36: K signs orders for 
Air reconnaissance and U-boat 
novenent during the reoecupation 
of the Rhineland, 
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N - - ~ ~ 
need for secrecy 
A 


av material and the 
change situations are 
c points out the 
vrovazanda as a weapon 


(Appendix only 
need be copied) 


p secret for Comnanders only....." 


Future ? 
romise for quick 
SUCCESS 4 ..w ~~ 
‘ation of Yar no lonver 
Searily the first step rssscvase 
Normal rules of war towards neutral 
nations....... apply only on basis 
of whether.... these rules create 
wreater advantazes or Jisadvantazes.... 





ONS BY PROSECUTION. 
Indictment p 33. 
2tween 1938 and 1945 was: 


shief of High Comaand of 
G Armed Forces. 


emper of the Secret Cabinet Council 


lember of the Council of ]tinisters 
for the Defence of the Reich 


‘Leld Ifarshall 


He used these positions 
his personal influence 
his intimate connection 
with the Fuhrer 


in such a manner that:- 


(1) He promoted the Military preparations 
“or War set forth in Count One 


26% Count One IV (B) ".. ...conspirators 


deliberately planned arcressive Yars 


NL 


R. Defence Law 
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Participated in the political 
planning and preparation for Wars 
of Agrression, ‘lars in violation 


of Treaties etc, in Counts 1 and 2 


(3) Executed assumed responsibility 
for the execution of Plans of 
conspirators for Wars of Agcression, 


Wars in violation etc, in Counts 1780-PS J's Diary. 12.2.38 
AH, K & J putting pressure on 
1&2 Schuschnigg 


1775-PS) 4.2.38: K suggests to AH: 
USA-75) "sham military action" 


e.g. Count One (F) 3(a) È 408) 11.35.38. initialled by K 
"Plans for aggression (against US 74.) AH's order for op OTTO 
Austria) in violation of that 
sueveanee C 1039 11.3.38, OKY directive 
US 75) sg@d. JODL. re OTTO 
Military preparation was 
concluded........" C182) 11.3.38 re OTO = 
US 77) OKT directive 
Count One (F) 3(B) 
"Execution of the plan to invade 
Austria escecoeces threatened 
invasion. ..e-eees.«einvasion 
began on the 12.3.39" 


Count One (F) 3(C) 1,2,4. E 21.42.38; K & AH meet: 
"Execution of the plan to invade iter discuss’plans, Murder 
Czechoslovakia. ... Ambassador Prague 
on 21.4. 38...00eee0++.Conspirators 
met and prepared...e..eee.eattack 8-1 20.3.38: Plan for political 
esso NOt later than 1.10.38 and military campaign 
eccocoee Gecided to launch a v Czechoissued by K. 
military attack, .ses<e.s 
after 21.4. Doou vee 
Conspirators prepared .e.. 
military plans to carry out 
attack,....overcome....eresistance 388-PS 27.9.38: Directive sed K. 
within four days.... "Mobilise secretly" 
May to September plans made more See Generally as to 338-PS: 
specific.....Dy 3e9edoecccene S/N 735: 741-8: 760-776: 798-807. 
decided... all troops ready for 
action on 28.9.38. C-136) 21,.10,38: K countersigns 
US-10,) AH's order "Liquidate rest 
"On 15.3.39....Conspirators seized of Czecho...occupy Memel" 
and occupied the major part of C-137 ) 2)..11.38: K deals with 
zechosLovakia GB-33) surprise occupation of 
Danzig 
C-133) 17.12.38: "Prepare liquida- 
US=105) tion of Czecho" sgd K. 


15.3.39: K present: AH & Hacha: 


2798-PS threat to bomb Prague: 
Czecho surrenders, 


(21,86) 





Count One (F) 4 


NUN 


(a)..+e6-.influential group of Conspirators L-79} Schmundt's Minutes 


met on 23.5.39eeeee-decided,...to attack 
Poland ......at the first opportunity 

er eee eeeeeeeeeweeeoeeeereeeeeeeeer 

agreed that War with Fnglanā and,.France 
must eventually result....determined to 
prepare..,. plans for an attack on Poland 
eee and therearter for an attack on 
England and France together with plans 
for the occupation ... of the Netherlands 
and Belgium 


(b) Accordingly.........the 
Conspirators.........caused 

German armed forces to invade Poland 
on 1.9.39 thus precipitating war... 
with the U.K. and France 


Count One (F) 5 


coceceeearter the .... defeat of 
¿s.s the conspirators made.... 
preparations for an extension of 
War in Europe....they caused.... 
armed forces to invade 

(after specific planning in 

advance ) 
Denmark and Norway on 9.4.1.0 


US-84- 


(after specific planning in advance) 


Belgium, the Netherlands and 
Luxembourg on 10.5.40 


US-27 ) 


C-120A) 3.4.39: K directive for "Fall 
GB-41 ) Weiss" 
C-126 22.6.39: do. 

need for "camouflage" 


795-PS) K's confce re giving 
GB-5.) Polish uniform to Heydrich 


K at confce witn AH 
re fate of Poles: Genl.Lahcusen 


S/N 


LO 9. 39: 


12.12.39: AH, K & J discuss 
invasion of Nerway 


27.1.40: K sets up planning 
staff re plans occupy Norway 


375-PS) 25.8.38: Plan to invade 
) Belgium and Holland 


L-79) 23.5.39: AH's conference 
US-27) "Neutrality to be ignored" 


C-62) 9.10.39: Directive sed AH 
GB-106) 15.10.39: n n K 


C-yO) 28.11.39: Op. orders sza K 
GB-108) re plans for 7th (Parachute 
Division) 


44.0-PS) Directive 20.11.39 
GB-1¢7 ) 


ead K 


C-72) 7.11.39 to 10.5.40: 
GB-199) 18 lettersi, 11 signed by K 
"Postpone A Day because of 
weather" 





after specific planning in advance 


Yugoslavia and Greece on 6.4.41. 


0 


7-11.39. C-in-C of Army to 
Army Groups 

"Make preparations for invasion 
Dutch & Belgian territory" 


Re German hite bok to 

explain invasion of ‘lestern 
Neutrals 

H objects to falsifications: 

is prepared to sign in modified 
form. Dated 4.5.40. (not seen) 


30.12.39: Order sgd K for 
intensive sea and air measures 
when operations start in the 
West (not seen) 


20.1.41: K at conference with 
AH and Duce when Ons. v 
Greece discussed 


13.12.40: Order for "Marita" 
sgd AH: copy OKY 


11.1.41: AH order initialled 
K re Greece operation. 


19.2.41: Dates of operation 
Marita filled in by K. 


27.35.41: Conference AH & K 
decision to attack and des troy 
Yugoslavia yyt 


28.4..41: Three-Service 
Conference with AH: K's 
writing and initials: re 
Merkur (Crete) operation. ` 


17.5.41: AH order re 
participation of Italians in 
Greek operation. Initialled 
by K: 


(21.88) 





Count One (P) 6 


On 22.6.41 the Conspirators 
invaded Soviet territory . b 
besimin- a Yar of Astrression 
against the U.S,.3.R. 


H1159 -0015 


18,12,40; AH order for 
Barbarossa initialled KAJ 


872-PS 32.41. Discussion AH: 

SALT, 3 ER N arc % 

USA~-134, discussion Darbarossa z 
blume (North /frica) 


1642-PS 1.3.41. Secret map OK7 
(not seen or 
exhibited) 


13.53.41. Op. order Signed K 
re Barbarossa 


865-PS 25.441. Corres ondence 
USL 


874 =P3 12,5.41. from K to Todt re 
not deception re invasion 

seen or 

exhibited) 


882-PS 4.6.41. Memorandum re intelli- 

(not scen or sence and espionage 

exhibited) turing invasion 
initialled K & J 


Time table for Barbarossa 


E 
3 
a 


Conference 


Thomas ' memorandum: 
K. consulted: re resources 


anma onp 
of YUereDeite 


28.6.41: reports re ndninistrative 
problems U.S.B.R, 
conference with K, 


(24.90) 





Count One IV(F) 7 
"A 


Agressive “lar against the 


A A 
Use hes : . 


Germany declared war aginst 
The U. sod, The te.42, 


—_— 


Mag 


OX’ order signed K. 
copy to J. 
"Japan must be drav 
actively into the \ 


92 9 
Oe Delt: Le 


Meeting: AH: Raeder: K: J: 


re 
"Hapan ta seize Sinzapere 


"“unpreparecness of U.S.A. 


"for war" 





Indictment pre 33. 


"He authorised directed ond participated 
in the War Crimes set forth in Count 3. 
and the Crimes against humanity... in 
Count 4..... particularly...... 

the ill treatment of P.o.%/. and of the 
civilian populstion of occupied 
territories 


UK-64. I 


1590-PS 


UM TON 


H1159 -0017 


Documents on ill treatment of P,o.’/. 


and Civilians from the planning angle, 


C-50 13.5.41: K's directive re 
jarbarossa "ruthless action 
"against the enemy population" 


27-741: K's directive: 
"Destroy (c-50) een eeee validity 
not affected." 


23.741: K's directive: 
“Soread terror.ssssees 
"apply draconian methods" 


2.12.41: Ls 

irective sined K for secret 
transports tions to Germany: 
‘Nacht und Nebel" 


7 
i 
A 


Lele 


16.9.41: directive 
"Por life of one German soldier 


50 =- 100 Commnists must die" 


26.543: K directive. 

"De Gaullists taken P.o.7. on 

t will be handed to 
proceedings.... 

age inst 


<n aig front 
Vichy for 
severe measures 
relatives" 


1.10.41: K directive; 
"Take hostaTeS. ss.» 
shoot them" 


K directive: 
handed 


4.8.42: 
Paranchutists to be 


to SIPO and sD" 


r 


L519-P5 5.9.41: CEV Regulation signed 


Reinecke re trentment of Soviet 
P.O: "Lostall claim te treat- 
ment in necordance with Geneva 
Convention", 


Notes of Canaris' speech 
Jecting to 1519-PS. K's note 
ol. "No chivalry: I 
approve the measures", 


(3052) 
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UK-57) 
) bolehh = 21k bys 
) K directives 


551-PS8) 25,6,}4}.: K directive 
537-P9) 30.7.44: K directive 


All show that K knew of and acted on 
AH's order of 18.10.42 to murder 
parachutists, conumandos, etc. 


4.98-P3 


L-158) 28,3,44: SIPO and SD of Radom 

UK-13) District circulate OKI order:- 
"Recaptured escaping P.o.. 
(other than Dritish and U.S.A.) 
t^a be handed to SIFO and SD: 
This to be kept secret: such 
P.O.. classified as "escaped 
not recaptured" 


undated (? November 44) from 

Terboven re sabotage at (slo: 
"K cables 'make personnel and 
next of kin responsible': can 
I carry out the executions ?" 
K's pencil note: Yes that is 
the best" 


30, 11.44: K's directive: 

"if sabotage make personnel of 
works responsible: if one 
disappears then his relatives 
are responsible" 


Pecuments re Slave labour 


1666-PS 21,3.1.2: Decree for 3auckel's 
appointment for Man Power: 
sea K 


31,10,41: K directive for 
using U.S.S.R. P.O.. for War 
Industries 


8.9.42: K initials order: 
French, Dutch and Belgian 
civilians to work on the 
"Jest Wall" 


deg lelh: Sauckel to get 
4.,000,900 workers from 
cccupied territories 
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Docunents indicating offences under 
be ty eg Gnd hae a ae a 
Count One 7ITi(*) Plunder of 
œ and Private Property 


5.7.40: K directive 


Libraries and archives" in 
Holland, Belzium, Luxembours and 
France to be searched for 
docume nts" which are valuable 
"to Germany" 


A 


38=PS 17.9.40: K directive 


"Rosenbers "entitled to transport 
to Germany cultural goods which 
appear valuable.. j 


A ° Pa) . eo 


K directive 


re "economic evacuation" of the 
Bastern occupied territory 


"we mean to seize useful products, 
machines, etc." 





A 
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bal 
ka 
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